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PROPOSED CHANGES

Rule 3.1.05 Status Conference

(@) Awvoiding attendance at Status Conference by use of forms 1034, 1040 and/or 1042
is encouraged.

(b) Represented parties will be given a first status conference date six months from

filing of petition. Thereafter, status conferences will be set as requested, to a
maximum of 12 months.

(c) “No show” Status Conferences are encouraged through the use of form 1034(revised).

1. If both parties agree on the content of form 1034, including the next appearance
date, the court will grant such a request, so long as the next date is within 12
months. In that event, neither side is expected to attend.
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If the parties disagree on portions of the form 1034, but agree on the next
appearance date, neither side is expected to attend, and the court will assign the
agreed-upon date.

If the parties disagree on future scheduling, but only one side files a form 1034, the
future scheduling requested in the filed form 1034 will be granted by the court

At the Status Conference, the court may:

a. setting the case for trial and mandatory settlement conference (a case will only
be set for settlement conference if the attorney/parties think it would be
productive);

b. continuing the case for further status conference;
c. severing or bifurcating causes of actions or issues;
d. consolidating cases; and

e. diminishing the action.
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Unrepresented parties will be given a first status conference date six months from
filing of petition. Thereafter, status conferences will be set at three to six month
intervals, at the court’s discretion. As often as practical, self-represented matters will
be set on a separate, self-representeds’ afternoon (1:30 pm) calendar. If either party is
or becomes represented, the matter will be transferred to an 8:30 calendar.

Privately Mediating parties will be given a first status conference date six months
from filing. Thereafter, status conference scheduling will be every six months. The
use of form 1040 for continuance of Status Conference is mandated. Request for
Continuance of mediated cases will be denied if any other form is submitted.

Any party may file a Request for Trial (new form 1042) at any time after the first
status conference. The form is available on the court website. A hard copy may be
obtained in the courtroom.

Trials may not be set prior to the completion of discovery.

Either side may file a Request for Trial (form 1042). The trial setting will be set on
an 8:30 calendar within four weeks of the filing of the Request for Trial. It is not
necessary for the other side to also file a Request for Trial.

Both trial counsel must be present at trial setting.
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